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1 
wINUTES AND vDOCUssNTs OF 6th PLENARY SESSION OF R./.L. 
November 25, 1938 Cleveland Ohio. 


Agendas l-Opening of Flenum. 2= Llection of chuirman and assistant 
secretary. d= Organization of the flenun- report by National secr- 
etary-Oehler. 4- Reports (19 american Imperialism subdivided us fok 
lows: a- Imperialist Conflict and Proletariaun kevolution-Oehler ma- 
jority-viesenfeid minority. be Role of american Imperialism-Streete 
c- anprican Imperialist Internal Situation- Okun majority, Jiesenf- 
eld ininority. (2) Trade Union and Unemployed- Bertman. (3) Negrette 
~Lorenz. (4) Youth- Streeter. (5) Jorkers Vote- Oehler :najority 
Grant minority. (6) LRiP Convention Documents (¥) Organizational - 
a- OUrgunization- Oehler majority, Grant minority. be 4th Int'l 


WETEEE FUE OM ey Cer a Ota s Owe te SE COP Outs. Ca bib 
crnul Sltuation of league-~ Streeter majority, Grant Minority. c- 
Discipline (Control Commission report) Cowan. f+ Political Coiaits 
ée- Vehler. g- Convention- Oehler. 


rresent 12.Noon Friday- ist session + Lorenz, Reid, Bertinan, Okun, 
Vehler. Y/L rep- allen. Control Comaission- Cowan, Shapiro. 
Observers- Chicago-Bender, Columbus « iit. Shapiro, N Davidson- Clev- 
€land- all unit inembers. 


Mi=- Lorenz be chairman. Gd; ie Bender be ass't secty. age 
M-Ried.- rlace on agenda the LR’#P Convention Docu:nents. cd, 
Me accept azenda. cde 


u-Oenler- To open the Plenum and proceed with regular agenda and 
reports- subject to approval or reconsideration us soon as streeter 


Or Grunt arrives. Cb. 
~ Oenler(2C)- The 6th Plenum adopt tegular proceddure carried ov* 
at previous pienuns una conventions. Cu. | 


we Oenler (2C)- after plenum is officially organized following ees: 
LOnS can be opened by a yuorum of 4 voting tnembers. Cb. 
bubstituye m= Reid- Quorum be 5 voting members. DEF. 
u- Bertman- The plenum proceed as a constituted yuorun. DEF, 
(Roll call fote A) 


PLEA RADE T VOT ONE antes ie ean Dare a See 2 a ae ees OY 2 Age Uae RE OPN Rieti eo Ne ee 
itt Soe fat sabe de oh 3 PIN Ay: Pin Far Se". Pe = ROSS OW 72 (sy Bln Fh Rate BLE 6 aire Y 
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Me Okun- sessions begin at 8 awd insteud of 160 «sn. - DET, 
Comrade Streeter arrives at this point (12:35) before wotions ure 
Oehler wslajority report- anglo-+imerican antugonisms. 
Tie extended to reporter 8 ininutes. 
ue Qehler= Plenum endorse the PC line on the Var Yanger and the 
International situation as listed in the following documents- 
@. ist article Volume 4 73 of 4th Int'l.: “after Munich". ‘troll cdl 
fi OD.) Oy 1B 7457 (roll cell @  .- ep) Core erticie wo 
4 # 3 4th In']l “Revolutionary Defeatism" {roll call P GD } 
d. anglo-snerican antangonisms. (roll call O cn}. 
M- Oehler- The plenum rejects and critisizes the Wiesenfeld ‘ininoxw 
ity" report as presenting no political differences from the 2C nos 
ition, except on one point, i.e. the evaluation of Anglo-german 
reiations Since slunich, and considers this difference a false amen 


meanitos the PC position. This attempt to manufacture political di 
ffererncses is a false procedure, WwWoich muet be opposed. (roll call 
otreeter report- Roie Of american Imperiali =m » CD 
Tine extended 10 minutes. 
Okun Report- U.S. Internal Situation. 
li- Okun- The Plenum rejects the Wiesenfeld "minority" report on 
the "Crisis and class relations in the US" as nresenting no pol- 
iticak differences on any point which can constitute a ininortiy 
Status. The Wiesenfeld document has in it verbatim practifell« 
the whole PC docuinent plus 5 or 6 eleaborations and additions whi* 
the ©G report has included abstractly. such actions is an irresp. 
onsible attempt to establish political differences and hampers ti. 
work of the League. Moll: aali 2 CD ) | 


Due to absence from FRenum of comrades holeing’ "minority" resorts. 
the plenum proceeded to discussion on reports’ given with tyre unde: 
Standing that minority positions would be reported on arrival o° 
comrades presenting them, meanwhile summaries and woting to be ine 
over; 

Discussion on reports- Bertinan, Reid, Streeter, Lorenz. 

gomrade Grant and Hadley arrive at Flenum (3:15). 


lie Oehler- permit Wiesenfeld to present his ménority report if he 
arrives before midnight, summarries and voting to be held over und 
til then. CD e 

lie to adjourn $ hour for dinner, reconvene at 3:45. OD. 


3 


end Session «= present sane as let session plus Grant, streeter,Of 
and Hadley- Chicazo observer. 
bl- Reid be Cheirmuan. CD. 


Trade Union und Uneuwployed Report- Bertman. 

M- Ochler- Plenum grant Hadley special privilege to speak on this 
polrnt..- (HOLE Cals Dy son.) 

W~ Reid- Comrade Hadley is a wember of the Plenum( Roll call B Fur) 
Mie Grang- That all imeinbers of the youth N&C ere members of the vlen- 
um with voice and consultative vote. Scho oc was ben Ferre 
Report of PC on Hadley- that last Plenum had graduated him from Y:1L 
with instructions not to take part in youth work. and RivL Plenuin 
does not recognize his status as being on Y/L NEC. 

Discussion on T.U and Unanployed report- Cowan, Hadley, Shapiro. allen 
Okun, Grant, Oehler, Ried. 


m- Ried (for Hadley)~- 1- The ‘ina has inoved so far to the right that | 
centrists splits are tuking place due to the pressure of the worxners. } 
The time is ripe for the building of a national unemployed iaovenent | 
independent of the Jaa. CD/ ae ihe KWL tuke concrete stens 
in the next period to build a national unemployed imove..ent indepen : 
ent af the Waa. — (Held ¢all &; CD ) Oo-=- The rel tionsninvn of dea u: 
direct relief clients amkes tne ‘JPA the main concentration point 3 

the unemployed field. Dini’. : 

Cowan amendisaent~ add WLeftward moving" instead of the phrase ‘sen’ 

ist splits" in part 1 of above motion. CD. 

li- Okun- Work for a meeting of left wing independent organizacior 

in “menployed field in Cleveland within next few months, to corso} 
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iagnce these forces to act as a center for rallying workers to iili~ 


ent action independent of “V.A.aé., Ch. 

Mu Grant= l= to establish a national Trade Union Denti €roll sat} 

i Ci). 2 to concentrate our anti-war work at present in 2adusie- 
rici and unemnloyed field. e. &. expose enc disrupt bi-day plans, etc. 


Poa Gale i eh) 
Coiarade Sold arribed at Plenum at this point (6 :20 Friday} 
Bertia.n proceeded with summarry. 


$ . : ¢ 
eee ee ee om ore © 


-tue Okun refer to control com. statement of Sold thet ‘Oehler is 
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ili- PC- Wherever we have comrades in a city engaged in uneaployed wo: 


we attempt to organize and unify the unemployed workers on u class 
Struggle line in opposition to the burocratic forces and or sanigzetic 
with the perfection of new independent unemployed orgeanizutions nitir 
we i aes Criys 


Amendment Sold- to Okun motion- delete word "Cleveland". DE 
ile Qkun- table Grant's lst motion to org report. DEF. 


Amendiaent Lorenz- add “and political field" to Grunt's second moti 
motion-OehlerO adopt T.U. and Unemployed report as amended. (Roli 
Catt. “oH, Gus 7 . 

Oehler reply to sold question on rep@at- T.U. outline was voted OU 
and adopted by the P.C. | ae 

luotion to recesss hour for supper. cd. 


ord session 8:40 Pu, Prresent- Same. 
Mie Grant be chairman. peenes S12 1 


tue SOld- instruct the control comuission to iacet early tomorrow morn- 
ing before flenum session. Not Carried. , ; 

wi- Ochler- The Control Commission meet at. the convenience of the con- 
trol comuission and comrades involved, outside of regular plenwa 
Sessions. CD. | | 

Grant challenges allens right to vote in Plenum, by disregarding vote. 
tu- SOld- table question of control tommission until challenging of 
whether Allen has a vote or not is settled. © Obviated. 

Okun »oint of order that allen's vote must be counted until ®lenuin 
reconsiders question of his vote, which was recoznized Dy “thie: pienum 
atv the Tiret session, Uhal rman Grant ruled out of order. Chair app- 
G4lé€de appéal sustained and point of order recognizéde 

iu~ Grent- to reconsider action of Fléenum in seuting Allen as Y'L rep. 
CROP OGTE SS aa — | 

ide Oloin- 2 sinute time simit for discussion. Gp 

Mlesenfeid arrieves:at Plenum at this point 9:30 Pu Friday: 

Lorenz statement 7 1 attached. Sold Statement # @ attached 

lie ExtEnd more time for Grant, Def. 

Sold Statenent + 2 attached. 


ae 


of one of the basest methods of Stalinist burocrucy and railroad: 
dvecisions”., «<{ Roll cali J. Go). 


Q 


Mi- Oehler- recess for a FC and a Buro meeting. cD. 

Statement Grant “4 attached. 

oéssion adjourned and reconvened 11:25 Pit. all present. 

2C siotion- The dorkers Vote preceed the YVL report. Cee 

Bureau ueeting report- Now that viesenfeld is present he be Yul rev 
with desicive vote. | 

Statement Allen-Cehler 4 § attached, 

Bertiaun point of order on “lesenfelds discussion of «llen-Oehler st- 
atenent on Bureau meting , ruled out of order. Chair appeared, chair 
Sustained, 

ii- Sold- The incoming 20 inform and educute the YWL-NEC as to the 
correct democratic centralist structure in the following aspects: 

1. the rights of individual Nad I€e.WWErS at Scheduled ineetings of the 
NEC. 2. What constitutes a voting yuorum of the Buro. 3. The rights 


Of Buro alternates. The inform.tion shall be presentea on tac basis 
of RWL-Y/L constitution, and past K/L procedure. 

lie Bertinun- refer 3o0ld iotion to Youth report. CD. 

lie Seat comrade Jiesenfeld ag YdL rep to Plenun. CD. | 

lie Ochler- second round of discussion on Imperialism be 5 minutes. CD, 
Viesenfeld repvort ~- uwinori ty-International snd Internal role of 
American Iinpericlism. : 
Statenent Grant and Sold att.ched #7 6. Statement Okun, attached ¢) 7 
Discussion on reports- sold, Grant, Reid, Hadley. 

ie or that Hadley be granted Sf clal priv@tlege to speak. {Holl cna? 
Lane 62 

li- Sold- grant Sold 15 minutes extension for discussion . DBP. 

ile Streeter- " " Wyo. wn Se: . ‘ CD. 
Amendinents Ried= to Streeter reporte Delete part containing? concent 
that in this period and wtth internal conditions in S.U. beine the 
Same aS today (workers kept in check) the U.S. and Britain ele Sena 
tack 8.0. substitute: a. The interest of american linperialis 
in the periid when the workers in 8.U. are in in check is to retain 
Stalinism as a buffer. aA war involving England aids american as 
The present trend is to cement an alliance with SU sexxkxtx against 
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XRx 
ingland. be However, in the event the workers in sU break frou 
Stalinism (from the left) american Imperialisin finding itself and 
capl ‘align threatened by a workers upsurge would then in concert 


with Sritish and other liaperiulists attack the SU. DE PHATHI = 
ourmaries- Wiesenfeld (2 minorities) OKun, Streeter, Oehler, (iajor’ 
li- Wiesenfeld- Not turnéd in to secty. (Kollcall M. DSP} 


amendment Pertinan- to Okun report- The american Bourgeoisie, under 
the cloak of the new deal, is developing the forms of sascism, and 
preparing the apparatus for their administration, DEF. if 5S ag. 
Otreeter ule substitute to Ried smendaent- The fundamental antazon- 
ism in society today is that between world capitalisinand the extcn- 
Sion of the proletarian revolution. The secondary antagonism. the 
main antagaonism among the imperialists, is that between Great Br- 
Ltain and the U.S.A. — Giles TE Oi. | 

Sold Statewent 4 8, attached. 

Okun substitute to Bertiman Ainendiient- Reformism as an ugency of capit 
alism,imndecay capitalism prepares the forms taken over and develon- 


ed later by Pascign. ae ee Ry 

Wiesenfeld Statement #9 attached. : 

Grant wotion- that the inclusion of an analysis of developments 
within the proletariat is a necessary part of a document on Intern- 
al U.S. Imperialism. To try to relegate such analysis to a trade 
union report demonstrates an economist tendency. (Roll call L. DEF) 
lie Okun- to remove Grant as Chai ruaan. DEF. 

li- Grent- to separated Oechler's motion. to endorse. CD. 

lie Wiesenfeld- accept Int'l minority report. (Roll call N DEP) | 
MMe QOkun- to endorse PC report on American Imperial ism. (rollcali T.cD, 
h-viesenfeld- bndorse siinority report on Internal «meri can imperial 
tem. (Roll eats 0. set), . 

Chairinan Yrant ruled Okun ifotion rejecting vJiesenfeld minority rev- 
ort’ out of order as being unconstitutional. Bertaan aopeals rulin 
of chair. ppeal sustained. 

Mu- to Sustain chair. ( Roll call V. DEF) 

ij Sold+ Reconsider calling of guestion and re-open discuss.ion. Oh. 
u-Grant- ®he be given special privelze to reopen question of Cehlc- 
“otion,. DIG 

li~ Streeter- To replace chairman. Gp Os ag 

Noninutions - Streeter, Sold. Otreeter chei rinan 5-4 

Wiesenfeld point of order that a motion which was voted while cou- 
rades of minority are absent has no validity, becuuse these core. 
didn't discuss the notion or know abut ite Unaie Tules point: ous 
Of order. wiesenfeld appeals. WM- to sustain cheir. (roll eait os 
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Oehler Statement (attached # 9) | 

M- Sold- reopen discussion on Okun Motion {Reljeai3 x DEF} 
s1apiro statement on rollcall x (attached # 10) | 

M- to acceot PC report on U.s. internal role. (roll call Y CD) 
Geent statement- (attached # 11) 

Wie Gehnler- when the Plenum reconvenes at loa we take up the org 
reports of ? subdivisions and if we complete this before ad journ- 
ment the same night we then take up the reports held over, i-vé. 


Workers Vote, Youth, Spain. CD. 
M- 2 speak for 2 against. CD. WM- 5 minute limit. CD. 
M- Special privielege for Ried, for 2 minutes. CD. 


we Ried- to limit time of each point so all points on agenda will 
be covered. Not Carried. 3 | 

Statemnent- Grant, Wiesenfeld, Ried, Sold. (attached # 12) 

M- Allen- we have an all night session. DLE» 

W- Keconvene at 10 aw. 


li- Sold- reconsider the decision ef the Plenum giving Control Com 
mittee right to call control com meetings at convenience of comr- 
ades involved. DEY. | 

Session udjourned approximately 4:30 AM 


Saturday November 26, 4th session of Pienum. Called to order at ff 
il am, Present» Qehler, Bertman, Sold, Wiesenfeld, Grant, Lorenz. 
Chairman - all six nominated. Tie vote on all. Nat'l sec'¥ takes 
over chair by default, | | 

Oehle r to report on PC, chair turned over to Lorenz. 

Sold proposes to take up motion on another subject. Lorenz ruled 
only org report in order. sold appeals. appeal sustained,unanim. 
M- Sold- to exclude Cowan fwom Plenum Sessions, ( obviated) | 
uiotion-OehlerO to refer to sub committce- streeter, Ochler, Reid, 
and Wold to present his charges against a certain comraed of the 
Contorl com, to this committee. CD, | 

Ried, Streeter, Okun, Shpiro, arrive before voting. 

Chair ruled that motion to refer im not debatable. sold appeals. 
Motion- to sustain chair ruling.  CD/ 

Grant motion made at this point ruled out of order on grounds ot 
absolute irrelevance at this juncture, with understanding the chair 
would entertain that motion when its proper plage on agenda is reac 
ched. Grant appeals chair. M- to sustain chair (rolleall 1 CD) 
Statement Sold-attached # 13 Statement Okun- attached # 14 
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Org'l and 4th In‘] report- Ochler for Heajority. 

fighting worker repa@ t- Okun 

Org'1l and 4th IN81 minority- Brant - M- ten minute extension. Cu 
Me reconsider 10 minutes t. me for discussion to 5 minute. CD. 

li- tuke list and close, CD. Discussion, Okun, Bertman, allen, Sold, 
Rieo. streeter, Lorenz- iki-~ Hadley have speciul privilege to speuk.Dw' 
Dehlex~ Statement- (Attached # 1S: }o-Béddy- Ried, Grant, Wiesenfeld stat 
euen {sttucked #16). Okun stavement (attached # 17) : 
Challenge by *old of right of active Clevelund sympathizer Donuld Cow 
an to sit in Plenum. siotion- he be permitted to sit in. CD. 

Ti.we extensions- Sold. 5 minutes, Streeter, 5 minutes, Ried, 5 minute 
ii Ried- In the next period the RYL is to organize around the recruit 
ment of workers into the Leugue on the basis of our line. Comr..des 
contact workers in industry and consistently miintain such cont:.cts 
with u view to winning them over to communism and RIL. GP 

Statement Okun- (attached # 18), 

il-~ 5 minute extension for Lorenz. CGD, if- adjourn $ hour for dinner. CD 
ofth session reconvened 4:15 Saturday. All Present 


Nomin..vions for Chuirain, éies.nfeld, Bertman, sold. 
Sold- declines, Wiesenfeld for 4 Bertman for 5. Bertman ch.iranan. 
ssotion- Control Comnission- In view of niture of next session it be 
Olosed. Tabled ( DEF) —o 
Request from sold that he be excused f rom remainder of Plenum because 
he has a job waiting in Chicago, and his mother is ill. slso0 a request 
for the necessury funds to get home wi th. 
li- Grnt- give him permission to leave (Koll call 2 DEF) 
law Allen- refer to Nut'l sec'y question of géiting sold home. CD 
wi extend Grint time 10 migutes. CD/ 
Lorenz anendments to Okuy Fw report.- JOurnisticaully-1 articles are sti 
written in stereotyped und thesis form. Result is difiicult reacting TS 
raw workers. Too much spice is occupied by repititious ads, cuts and 
Slogins limiting essenti.l copy. Too much Sp .ce is tuken up by must- 
he.d(fully two columns). Le..ding articles insufficicntly displiyed fo 
lack of lurger type, heads, lack of follow-up smiller sub-he cds, Oftir 
he.ds don't huronize with copy. Technical- m.kKeup is often coyfusedi:’ 
junbled. Printing is often too faint. Insufficient cure t-ken in 
proof reiding.s Cuts are too l.rge and often unintelliglble. Ile.ding 
impertant articles are not in their proper proportion and in their pru; 
ér places. Froposals- Change masthe:d to half its size. Cuts to be 
elther improved or eliminated. In any case they must not occupy us much 
Spice as they do nowe Each issue to have . 5 column hezdline. Cnre 
must be taken to see that future issues habe bolder impressions, cither 
thru better paper or ink, PC to appoint a business munazter whose only 
function sh..il be to inctee se s less 
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liotion- to refer Lorenz amendents to PC. CD 

motion Oehler~ approve PC FV report- (Roll call 3 CD) 

motion Okun- approve PC 4th Int'l report ( “oll call 5 Gps 

wi-Ckun- Approve PC Orgl'z report {.rell call 8 CD) 

m-Grunt= approve minority 4th report (rollcall 4 DEF) 

iis Hr ant- approve minority org'l report (rolleall 6 DEY) : 
Motion: Gruant- endorse Grant: plan of action (roll cail 7 DBF, 
Statement Sold- attached #19) handed in by Wiesenfeld, sold neving 
left without inforauing Plenum. — | | | = 
Chair rules thut votes left by Sold in his ‘stutement have no Yaliciry 
as Sold left despite the decision of the plenum tjat he remain- | 

M- Oehler- refer the whole matter regarding Sold and his statement to 
proper point on agenda. OD . ee: | | eS 
W- grant Jiesenfeld special privilege to explain his connection with 
sOold's léaving at this point. Da¥ | 

wie reconmider atove motion. Di” — | | 

ul-~ Ried- accept votes left in sold statewent- Ruled out of order. 

ki- Grunte the violation of discipline des not autouaticaily remove 

a comrades vote. GD =: | 


M- Oehler- refer to point on .cvend: deuling with «11 viol..tions. Co. 

ie QOkun- when a comrade leaves a plenum in violation of the plenum 

decision, his vote in writing does not count. CD. Wiewsenfeld NV 

Ried appeals chair ruling on his motion on sold's vote. 

Motion - to sustain chair ruling. . CD/ 

Wiesenfeld Statement= attached ( # 20) - 

Telegram to Plenum- Revolutionary Communist Greetings to the sixth 

Plenum of the RWL. To the only revolutionury Marxist -organization 

we wish the greatest success in its gigantic tusks, may the next 

nutionul convention be called amidst great enthusiasm and revolution 

wry determination. say the american working class find the RYL//nd 

as its vanguard in class action in the coming period. Way the sir gir 

af-"Sll power to the workers counciis" soon be on the order of +. 

Gey.  Yorward to the class battles! Worward to the comnunist 4 w "ex 
tyoull Forward to. a soviet america and a world communist socicty: 


org Live the Revolutionary Workers Lexgue. 
sim Streng- for the New York U'it of RWL. 
toed situation- Streeter reporting for PC 
wi / PON eG teeetar-extension. cds 


uction- Ocnlser, wtreeter+ The 6th Plenum is struggling against cli- 
Wuist oppositionicm im its central committee orgunized and led by com 
Aa ee he Clicque mm so organized is politically immuture, a re- 
flection of demoralization tasea un the recent internal atruggles & 2 
carryover of a sectarian past. After the 2nd convention Grant earri-d 
on: systematic fisht agiinst the PC, even ifter St mma -.3 ieee ee 
Spite of no palitic:.1 opposition line presentce in the 2C, See ae 
Period till one month before the 6th plenun, res 


Grint introduced not ene 
fundamental politic . 


al question in opposition to the line of the PC, 
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Nevertheless she organized and conducted a vicious organized struggle 

ve the League in the Youth Buro, PC, Chicago Unit, Youth Wok Ge 

at this £flenum the comrade has formed an unprincipled bloe with Sold 

and has extended the struggle in fom to a split Struggle, altho polit. 
ically she has established in documents no fundamental differences wit: 
the plenum. Such behavior is Sectarian, Grant is Organiaguing an onpo 
itionist cliyue. The Plenum instructs the comrades eround Grint to lic. 
Yuidute their caueus and censures Grant with a arning that any future 
behavior of this sort will be met with sterner action. The PC is Empow- 
crea. to teke further eaetion., (Roll caii 12 “op ) 

Gr.nt minority report in Internel sl tuation- 

il- ten minutes time extension. cD. M- 5 minutes discussion linit. cd 
hie take list and close. CP, “iscussion- Allen, Shapiro, Reid, Okun, 
“Wlesenfeld, Lorenz, Cowan, Ochler, Bertman, ¥* Hadley. 

wie Wiesenfeld. Hudley have specinl privilege to speak. CD. 

M- adjourn % ho-r for supper CD. 

6th session reconvened 10:40 Pig All present except sold; Cowsn l:te. 
Chi.irman Okun, | 


Summiries- Internal minority- Grant- Internal majority - streeter,. 
iu- LO minutes extension for Grunt. ad. i%*- 10 minutes exten. Streeterte 
liek Allen= Plenum reiffird decision of the 4 th plenum: "Endorse the ast- 
lon of the P.C. since the convention in terminuting the Struggle with 

the Stumm grouph" ( Roll c¢.1l13 . CD 

u- Grint- accept minority report ( rolleall 9 DEF ) 

iu- Streeter- accept majority report ( roll call 10 CD) 

ii- Wiesenfeld» censure dlesen#eld on sume grounds us comrade Grint , 

(PGi tesla 33 DEF } | 

w- Gront- Tht Cowants stutement th..t "Grunt and her clicque" hus foll- 
owed a hopelessly secti:riaun course for the past 2 years is a condemn.ti« 
of the course of the organization for these comrades - Wiesenfeld, ~OM 
otreeter, Grant, ctee have functioned on the line of the organiz.tion 
according to convention, PC nd Plenum decisions. {(Rollic:ll 14 NOTC..2) 
MecGronite ot pe sa activist reaction to 2 politically correct line 

\Rolicall # 15 Not Carried ) 

a- GPronte thet the st:mm (revolt) Group is . political opponent Oreso: 
sectively an agent of the bourgeoisie. The Poste et Vos tt ions the Orc: 
iéveloped while still within the Orgs were the bisis for the split ind 
‘onstituted an irreconcil:ble centrist tendency. (incorporated Ochler 
snendment) The stammittes wre & centrist grouplet who meésent imm..tur: 
conomist material, and re at resent functioning as a tail to the fr. ” 
kyites. (Grint addittion) they have consistently moved to the risht, 
ince their existence ns an outside organig..tion. (Roll cil 16 ep) 
-eport on control commission held Over until com Cowin ..rrives. 
= «slesenfeld- to censure comrade sold for viol..ting the discipline of ¢ 


sd - 


. ~~ eo " - ‘ a 8 mages ee 
i ee ee ‘ + © wre ew eere ss - aves ose “~*~ a nee 


at 


nies acc by lewving the Plenu. (Rollcall £7 6D} 

.tement- Ried, Gr.nt, Wiesenfeld (tt chea # 21) 
Seaaene from comr .deé Be. rdslec-; the PC referred the question of. Bene eS > 
ag..inst Be.rdsle: to the Plenum. At the sime time comr:de Be .rdslee ',; 
sent in & letter asking that he bed ropped from the central committee ; 
li- Ochle re Plenum suspend com Be .rdslce from centr:.1 committee for : 
lack of activity, and assign him work under the PC through com's Reid . 
and Loreng. (rolicall 19. 6€D) 
m= Gront- suspend con Beurdslee from the orgauniz.tion, ind the FC 
assign him to work (Rollcall 18 DEF} 
iotioin Okmn- endorse Oehler- Okun Drift on French developients. Cu 
Cowan orrived ut Plenum. ttached) 
Control commission reccomend..tion on procedure: The secty of the cons.1 
moves for «w+ inclusion in the minutes of the plenum of the followin» 
documents: l- Natt] secty's letter- sept 10, 1938 to control com. 
a- minutes of Control Com -. sept 20, 1938, Columbus, 3- Findings o: 
the Control Com “Hee an 1938 4 winutes of Control Come Oct 10, iv. 
Chicugo, S= Nat'l secty letter- Oct 25, 1938 to control co mittee. 
6- siinutes of Control comuittee- Nov 26, 1938, Clevel..nd, Ohio. 
be We propose, first, revding of the documents listed; second, repo 


by ch.irmun of control comnittee on Hesolution of control cojiittce, 
With usual discussion and suminury. CD. 
lotion control committee- The control comaission reecomacnds to the 
Sixth Plenum of the KWL: a) immediate reioval of “omride sold from 
the Folitical comaittee. b) Suspension of Comride sold from the Central 
Comaittee ujtil the Third Nitionul Convention of the RvL. c) Inclusion 
of the Control Comuission findings on Comriude sold 6n the Convention © 
Agend2, with a recommendation for the expulsion of Comride sold from ~ 
the RvL as an undisciplined, unprincipled, non-coumaunist obstruction- 
1St and disrupter. dQ The sixth Pienum mike the comphete record of 
ths Control Vomaission with regurd to Comride Sold, from sets LO TO: dis 
dite, the property of the membi rship of the RIL through ar Liver t 
bulletin, as an educational document on the problem of Communist ore- 
will 2a ¢3 onad procedure, and us & warning to those undeveloped  wnd ‘m- 
a ceo tan ele inents in the organization who hive objectively aided this 
unprincipled individual in his work of obstruction and distuption. © 
Okun Amendmentse- to above motions- a) eliminite pt cs vb) eliminiute 
words “complete record" in pt d am substitute "findings", c) idd 
pt (e) “ The P.C. shall mike every effort despite these things to 
re-educ.te this comride and to help him orgsnize his life uround the 
movement. d) should sold continue his present course the = is em- 
powered to tuke further c<ction. aca the point “Solid his violwte* 
the decisions of the control committee, the Plenum, und he a ee 

rol e814 26 cH) with amendments. 
Control commission “indings - reported by Sowun. 
il- 5D minutes time extension. CD. tie 5 min discussion no extens ois 


Ae 


Discussion « Okun, *hpiro, Ried, “iescenfeld, allsen, Lorenz, Scertmon, 
Grant, OGeAler. 
Roll cull votes on Okun amenducnts point by point. 
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AdaEed point- CD. 

Control commission docuaents attuched ) 

otion “iesenfeld- Holding x position und st.ting it through the reg- 
ul..r chunncis of the organizution is not grounds for disciplinany cction 
The only grounds for disciplinary action are: ferticle 7, sceetion 6, of 
the constitutuion) * Grounds for disciplinury ection shill include vioc- 
litions of decisions, inuctivity, Carrying infomation to the class en: 
y und/or opponent organizations, cowirdice in action, scabbing, empl> - 
ment by the police und other actions ind prictices which indicate tt. 
schmant to or reconciliation with bourgeois society! (Hollcaal 28 ORE: 
St.tement Okun-voted- comrudée ®old has been guilty of sknder, vilit- 
icution, inside and outside his committee, refusal to colluborute, an’ 
® fullure to curry out the decisions of the last plenum - to orginiz. 
his life «round the movement. The Flenum suspends Sold from the cenir. 
committee, and instructs him to stop his slander und organize his life 


around the movements  € Rolicall 27 cD} 

Wiesenfeld point of order- charges in Okuns motion were not presentec 
to comrude Sold and therefore is out of order. (chair ruled no point o. 
order as Sold left Plenum against Plenum decision. 

Cowan Statement (attached # 22) Gowan Statement (for L. thomis) attach 
ed # 23) 

izw Gront- to reject findings of control commission as unwurrunted, as 
overstepping its functions, as factional in its threats vss other comrics 
who it hus had no o¢ccusion to deal with ( rollcall # 20 DEF) 

s- Ochlér- approve control commission work us progress, Ro 2b. CD 
Stitement Wiesenfeld ( attached # 24 # 25) Statement Oéchk r (attac 
# 26) statement shupiro (attached # 27) 

Subcommittee of control comnission~ report on “old's charges 
~ memoer of controa comnission(Cow.n). wirecter reporting for m.j ors 
Kkeid for minoraty. ..i- 5 minutes for euch report. CD 

Discussion- Vehler, Cowan, Sertman. li- wWicsenfeld have special priv- 
ilege te aSk Cowan a qucstion. CD 

Findia@s of Plenum sub-committce to Invistigute Sold motion to unseat 
Cem’ide Cowan froin the Plenum. 

i- A non member of a committee must upon request comply with the proced- 
ure of the committees even though he muy disagree with this procedure. 

In this event he appeals to the proper body. To refuse to comply and 
liter appeal, is the concept of vi.late and appeal, rejected by the or> 
o- & member who uses derogative remurks und vilification aguinst other 
comrades, und does not prove his accusations or bring chargcécs, must ¢& 
disciplined uccordingly. «a communist organization does not toler te 


- 
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use of this type of remarks by one member abuinst another, 

3—- Gomrude Sold carried through the above false proceure of violute una 
appecsl and resorted to extreme vilification and provocative remarks 
throuchout ths Sontrol committee meeting. 

4. Tae use of violence or threat of violence in the labor movement must 
OG Gecisevit rejectens Lven under provocation it is impermissible to 
threaten or use violence against. a comrade. 

4. Comrade Cowan, under the provocation of comrade Sold, ut the Control 
Commission necting, threatened the use of violence against Sold. 

5- The sub-committee refers to the Plenum its findings for action. 

The sub-committee is in agrcenent on the findings except that Ried ill 
present a minority on point 2. ~ Ochler, Streeter, Rieds 

Sumnuries- Ried, streetur. 

i.otion-Riced= endorse minority report- i.é.- delete point 2 from majority 
report. DEF. for 5 ag. 

uwOtion otreeter- endorse majority report Ci). 6for 1 age 

Reid Statement (entered for Sold) «attuched $ 28) 


Neminated slates for PC- PC nominees, Negrete, Lorenz, Streeter, Ohler 
with Okun as voting alternate to replace out of town comrades. 
Grant slate- Oehler, streeter, Ried, Grant. “obviated - 
My Pied, suspend comrade Angelo from Central Comaitee for inactivity, 
(ROLL call 29 GD ) 
=~ Ikun- that reps from both organizations (Y#WL and RL) have no decisi» 
vote, and this be a favorable recommendation to convention. DF 
lu- Qehler- (FC)- slate -Negrette, Streeter, Oehler. CD 
iis Wiesenfeld-= alternate be Grant with voting power. 
iim QOoehler - Alternate be Okun with voting power. 
(Rollcall # 30. Okun elcted. 

venler reported on LRWP documents, 
il- Oehler~- the LRWP documents of their Toronto convention; which have 
oeen presented to the plenum, shall be turned over to the PC for analysis 
ana reported to Central Committee. If any action is proposed this shail 
26 Sent OUT Toe rosical) vette. CD 
a- Jéhnie r- The ple num instructs the Central Committee members to complete 
heir amendments and proposals to the programmatic draft in 3 weeks and 

ithin 2 months the FC proceed to publish the Draft decunent Por aie 
embership and the class. CD. 

‘- Oehler- The plenum material be issued in the follwwkng manner, a) rég- 
lar text. b) documents not published. ec) Statements. Notcarried. 
‘otion Grante the minutes. be issued as tuken, all statements to be includd 
d in proper place. NotCarried 

.~ Bertman- iiinutes and statements be issued tog: ther. CD. 

.esenfeld reyuested 1 month leave of absence from the center to go to 
HC TOP OPETat LOT. Request granted. 
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Ried Statement # 29 attached, = 3 | 
lie Genler- on convention- j- the 6th Flenun prepareé to present to the | 
inembershivo its positions for the 3rd convention of the Rw. 
e~- Within the constitutional Provisions governing discussion or the élec- 
tion of delegates we LNStLrUCT the Pete prepare the Plenum material end 
any adalitional materinl oresented to it for the convention discussion, 
o- the PC shall be given two mor.ths to issued the material. Discussion 
to be Opened after 2 months ana finul dute than set by roll call vote, 
Length of resolutions ave =rticles to be limited to 2;000 words for the 
IB 500 words for articles “hese questions presented to the Cliss. 
Meterial to be issued in Oracr received. _ The FC shall decide what materia 
Shall be issuvd to the cliese. 
4- Convention io be held ir, fnicagzo. } 
O~ Fighting Worker and 4thinternational publishing shall take president, 

( Carried. all points) | 
tie Ried-In the preconvention discussion, the top comuaittee cannot deny 
the right of comradés to present their positions in our Internal und exi. 
nol organz, units and the Class. Such documents must be published revar® 


~~ nae : - overt ce 
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less of the opinion of the top committee and sub committee in charge of 
publications, specifically, the comrades of the Plenum minority positica- 
must have access to above sources. ( The PG decides wich documents are 
internal or external. ( Ruled out of order on the grounds that the Plen 
vin granted no minority status to courades ,) 
Ii- Streeter- Plenum reaffirm the right of all comrades to present thei: 
positions in the pre-convention discussion, within the limits laid down 
by the Plenum and the constitution, 22 Pe sae | 
li- Oehler- The business manager of the 4th Int'l and Fi editorial board 
constitute, with nat'l sectetary a committee to get out technically ali 
material for preconvention discussion, under Pc, cD. | 
L.- Grant- to have a convention in 3 months; convention call, rules to be 
out in two weeks, Plenum reports to be issued immedintely.( ollcall 31 Dt 
Discussion = Me special privilege for Bender to speak, CD, - 
ii» Okun= This plenum has laid down its main political documents here. 
Nevertheless the tong discussions on the org'] questions excluded the 
discassion on 3 important points on the agendu. The plenum considers 
this @ serious Shortcomiing and instructs the Po to publish those doce 
uments with the other documents of the Plenums CD 
1.» Okun- The PC is instructed to elaborate the outlines of reports giv- 
en here, not yet written up in essay form, CD, 
Statement Grunt, Wiesenfeld, attached # 30, attached, Okun statement 
# 31 attached, | 

6th Plenum of RwWL adjourned 5:40 ai Sunday November 2’, 1938 
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Allen | : decisive vote above 





Central Committee . Pe Oe Oy oy Te Oe Ho s. eee 
Ochler ag ag ag F. ag Fe agPoag PF ag agagagF F 
Okun | ag ag nv F. agnvag Pag F ag agagagF PF 
Ber tnman | ¥ agag YF. F F ag Fag F ag agag eg 
Reid Sf 22 Pe 2 OPP oP ae Fo ae PS ee 2 
Lorenz Y Bg Yo FF Po Roe op PF ageae ag Fo OP 
streeter nv agF F¥ nvF ag Ff ag EF F ag ag ag FF 
Grant o F Fr nv F Fo ¥ po SSeS. FF PS ae 
Sola | Oo O20 2 EF. Favs Bcay Po ER ae 
Wiesenfeld O08 6 0:0 0... 8 © Fe ager. FF acy 
ALTER: < ag ag Fs FF F ag F ag F 

consultative ee 
shapiro ag ag Fa F FF ag nv nv F.ag F ag F ¥ 
Cowan — nvsag ag FF nv ag F ag nvag ag ag ag Fk F 


agagazagFk F 
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Key to symbols used in rollcall votes 
¥ «= for S plus other symbol- with statement 


ag- against Ok ~ for Okun 
nve- not voting Gr ~ for Grant 
nre not registering a vote 


O- absent froin session 
ho- hold over 


* - Wiesenfefid votes gonsultative until Buro meeting. 


@-plus other symbol- as amendnded 


Central committee g r 8S t UV WwW K oy Zz 


Oehler 
Okun 
Bertman 
Lorenz 
otreeter 
Reid 
Wiesenfeld 


Grant 


sold 


consultative 
Cowan 

Shani 
whapiare 


Allen 


statements with roll call 


ty oS mm He Hy Hy fy OC 


a i 


¥ 





eee 

Toe ae gee 8 Says 
Fagag F agF F Fag F 

Fag agF agFu F Pag 3 
Fag ag¥ agF F Fag Fa 

Fag agF agF F Fag F 
Fags F ho F ag ¥ agag.F fF 


ag ag nvs F F ag 


ag agsnv F F ag 


agagagF F ag 


¥F 
¥ 
¥ 


nv F ag ag F 


F 
¥ 


¥ ag ag F 
F ag ag f 


eee ae 
Bee oe 
az F ag 

2 eames deexeas = <4 
ae F ag 
agit Ag 
ho ho ho 


Fag ag agag Fs F ag F 


Fagagagnvnv F agTf 


FagagagF oo 


ag F F o ag F¥ 
ags F F ¥F¥ ag F 
ag F F Fag Fk 


votes on page 18 


at 


Centzal Committee 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 


Qehler Qo FP Ge FR ony Pf age eee Pag ee 
Okun ee F ae FOP. wy Fe AP ome FO ag Fag 
: Bertman ae oe ae eS nv nv ags ag FF ag #F ag 
Lorenz ane Oe SE ne oe ne oF ae F ag 
Streeter ay 7s ae Fo Fo eee “ase eS ee ae 
Reid F¥F hoFs agag ag ag F F Coe er F 
Wiesenfeld FoagF agag ag ag F F F F ie ea 
Grant P62. 3 gaiae ge geo? F Yoo SO 
Sold 9) fe) fe) Oo 0 Bae v ae RE * Sn ) 0 0 
Consultative 
Cowan Sm: RV Oe 86 ee ee o aE Sos 
Shapiro HY HV ae PP ae ay ae Re oe Fa 
Allen az F az FF F FPF F agsags F F az fF ag 


Central Comaittes 3) 22 “236: 24 25 26. SY. 28 29 30... 3k 
Oehlier nv 3 a, 


Okun 7 FOR Fe Foy Fo ag Oe ce 
Bertman B ag af ag ag Fs az ag F. Ok ag 
Lorenz > ¥ FF PF PN oc FO ose 
Streeter 7 PF nv FF ¥Y FF as F Ok ag 
Ried a a RR ¥ ny ag ¥ nv. #F nyvs ag 
a Wiesenfeld ag nv nv WY COS Se ae Fer 
| | Grant ag nv nv nv nv ag ag F F Gr 
| Sold se 6b Be es G5 6 8 0 
Cowan BW ag 3 as@ ag: aps nv ag F Ok 0 
Shapiro F ag ag ag ag ags nv agF Ok ag 
Allen ¥ ag ag ag ag ags nv ag F Ok ag 
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Cowan Statement- Roll sail a- I vote not voting with this statemat, 

a guorum is established. as a majority cf the central committee. This 

rule cannot be set aside either by the political eommittes or a 

minority of the central committee. 

Torenz statement- rollcall c - This is a needless motion, I have 

already voted "aye" before. 

Allen Statement roll call c - This excludes all comrades removed 
from YWL by RAL 

Shapiro statement- rollcall c- This motion has already been car- 
ried at the meeting (inception) of the plenum. Comrade Hadley can- 

not be recognized as a National Youth rep because the RWL has re- 

moved him from youth status. 

Ried Statement- rollcall s- I vote against comrade Oehlers motion 

to reject and criticize since the minority motion has already been 

defeated and a rebuke does not change a comrades opinion. 

Wiesenfeld statement» rglj eall T - not voting- amendments Ll presen- 
ted are not presente : 


Shiupiro stutement- rolleall x- The st.teuent Pact the plenum 1s 
violating its convention proceedure with regard to Stamm is couplets. 
ely false. It was Stamm who insisted that delegates to convention 
must be elected only on basis of political position presented to 
the preconvention plenum. We rejected this position taking the 
stand that elections could be on any basis the units saw fit to app. 
It is Grant, Sold, Wiesenfeld, who want to duplicate Staum's views 
en democratic procedure. 
Wiesenfeld statement-rolleall 3- The style of the pumphiet mater- 
ial in FW lacked attempt to prove p oint to workingclass. 
Sun statement- rolleall 7 - saiost of the points in the Grant plan. 
5f action are covered in the PC plan. The rest of the points ore 
FaALsee | 
Statement Ried- rollcall 9 - I vote for minority ‘Internal Situstion 
report" excepting the following concepts; j-false political position 
hate not been combatted. 2- the line U.S.- Great Britain struggle 
has been watered down. 3- Above positions of PC are revisions from 
the line. 4+ I agree, however, with minority position on 5.U> 
Allen Stautement- roll call 18 - 14 - Shysterism is now complemented _ 
by political stupidity, 
Streeter, Bertman, Ochler- statement- rollcall 14 ~i5- It is compl- 
etely false to make an excerpt of © comrades verbal remarks and make 
2 motion on it, not giving the comrade, who is nbsent, any opportun- 
ity to present his position. | | 
Cowan, Shapiro, Bertman, Allen Statement- roollcall 56 - I am for th 
recommendations of the Control committee without the aaendments. 
Secretary's note~ statements handed in, not m irked for which 


rolloail\ or polnt On agenda, «111i be added 5 end of atateuen 
List. . 
X s#ALlen Statement- rollcall 14- This is typical of Gfant's 
shyster perversion of a comrade’s remarks,. 1 vote against vi 
this stateuent. | 
otuteuents Listed in order of their occurence. 
1. Lorenz- Grant was present through nearly all of last session 
and didnot challenge Allen's votes 
23- Sold- Okun's withdrawn motion to refer sold Stute.v.ent above 
Oehler being a stalinist burocrat to control comission. 
3.So0ld- I did not say that. , 
4. Grant- I did not challenge Allen's vote before recswuse i thos 
gnt Allen Was casting his vote in a consultative capacity, 40 su 
pper I discovered he hud teen casting a decisive votes. Tomrade 
allen agrees that is what huppened. 
5. allen & Oehler - The wajority (allen and Oehler) of «re fo ine: 
ing just held has elected Wiesenfeid as rep to the Plenuni despite 
the fuct that differences exist hetwecn Wies.nfela and the wajor 
ity. Inasmuch as we do not consider these differences to bs of a 
principled political nuture, and morevoer we are primurily inter 
ested in the constructivebuilding of the Y/L, we allow Wiesenfeid 
toe be the youth repe as 
6, Grant & Sold - Okun put in a motion which he subsequently 

.. Wighdrew to eliminate discussion on the key politicaal_cuestion be 
fore the organizatioén and te~class. This reflects the situation 


in the PC for months past of lack of political leadership, It dé 
monstrates also a petty burocratic attitude toward these basic qu 
estions and a factional, preconcievd position admitting of no cor 
rection or restraint by the Plenum. 
?, Okun - Comrade's Sold and Grant "forget" we had 3 hours dis 
cussion on this point at the first session. 
8, Sold- Oehler stated that "Sold ag usual, voted not voting" m 
the Russian Red army position. The pPC minutes disclose the con- 
trurye AS usual Oehler lies brazenly. 
9 Oehler - I deny I stated the above. 
10%,Wiesenfeld ~ In relation to the &U. the convention adopted a 
position inspired by the triule and purges, to the effect thut a 
third, direct Yourgeois farce appeared(?}) in the Soviet Union appar 
atus, and was driving the Stalinists out. Throughout the period, t. 
PC held back presenting this position in articles, and resisting is 
uing articles on the Russian Problem, The position presented in «r+ 


cl or 4th and in international minority report ig un elaboration | 
of ae convention D084 bL One As yet, no OF eee explanation hae been 


made to Wiesenfeld, hold, and implied aonynetion position, by a 
Central Committee membere 
0 


20 
Statements sontinued .« numbers Jisted in minutes not correci- 


11. Cehler- A Plenum in giving or refusing to give « comrade or 
comrudes & minority status in no Way wlters the other question 
Stuted in the constitution, to allow why comrude to appeul for 
votes for convention dele gute on their documents. To elect del 
egautes on a docwnent and to be recognized as a minority are two 
differen; things. : 

12. Grant -Wiesenfeld, solid, Ried - after expressing politicul 
Critiacisn of Wiesenfeld, Hudly and “rant to effect thut they sup 
ported a position of purliuienturiunism, Okun, Ochler, Streeter 

are afraid to bring it to plenum and settle politically. This is 
purt of the drive to sink politinul differences cand suppress min 
Ority express. 

15. Grant- diesnfeld, Ried, Sold ~ on Oehler's statement and Okun 
motion to condemn minority- such a motion by a plenum majority, 
condewmning a minority for presenting a political report is theroly 
burocratic procedure. The exercise of the majority vote, putting 
the plenum on recerd ys. the minority for bringing in its report is 
&@ neg.tion of the rights of minorities guaranteed by the constitu- 
tion. Such a procedure was presented by Stiiuus und voted down at th 
Convention. Comrade Okun further stated that on the b.sis of such 
& motion the PC could withold minority documents from the class. i 
Scussion on this point was blocked by Oehler, Streeter, Okun, Loren: 
Bertinans Grant was removed ag chulrnan during attempted discussion om 
this point. This procedure means the burocratic suppression of min- 


Ority position in preeonvention discussion. 

14, Sold + Okun stuted to Sold during an offieial plenary session 
Ycome out inta the alley and I*l] show you". 

15, Okun - I deny that stutement, 

16.- Oehler- The orgunizutional proposals presented by comrade Gri. : 
were presented to the Plenum and were not Presented in advance to 
the PC, This constttutes completely false progedure, und results 

in sabotage of the Plenum work, 

17. Sold, Ried, Crant, Wiesenfeld« Okun stuted in attacking Sold, 
Wiesenfeld, Hadlye, Grunt, Young, etc. “we ure not going to pract- 
ice the leniency of the Dust. #e antend to apply the hatchet very 
Liberally" | 

18~ Qkun- The PO has leaned over backward in ite attempt to te-cd- 
Ucate these comradea, It has overlooked Slander, sabot:ge, disrup- 
tion and violation of discipline and decisions for 10 months. If tle 


Orgs i129 to continue to exist, this must be stopped. . 
196° Okun. in the heat» the discussion at this’ seasion I madé a re 


mitk Sbout comrade Sold. Altho Ke distorts what I said as a threat 
to use violence against him, nevertheless the remark was not in good 
taste. YI submit my apology to the Plenym for the remark made. 
20- Sold atatement, handed in by Wiesenfeld - RWL- 6th Plenun- 
Comrades, 1 tried very hard to convince you comrades of the very brad 
personal jam that I'm in. Your response was completley frivilous, 
irresponsidle and uncomradely, you refused to take any serious resp- 
OnSidvility. such ag deplore taking AOWL and thus violating the Pl- 
enum decision you have forced me to take this Step. and complete your 
foolish spite work, at every plenum prior te this one or two more 
comrades, had to leave, were excused, and had presented much weaker 
reasons thun mine, Was it necesbary for me to explain in detail 
that when I left Chicago the doctor said that my mother may die. I 


> 
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a 
think that my presence at the plenum at all in view of this sit- 
Uation shauld be sufficiently convincing. I am not running away | 
from any political discussion, -I havemade my fight. I leave my 
votes for the minority org and Int. I vote for my motion on Cow 
ane. If vote to reject all the findings and recommendations of 
the Control Commission. 1 move end vote for that Sold be assicn 
ed to do work on the west coust until iiarch ist. On the return 
trip between Sold is to tour the territory between the coast and 
Chicage » sack 
®l- Wiesenfeld- Comrade Bertman as chairman permitted comrades to 
atituck coms Wiesenfeld und Grant under the implication that they 
were in on com Sold's leaving and were responsible for it. By a 
cheap trick the comrades were not permitted to reply to innuendos 
while the issue was hot « an old lawyer jury trick. 
e2e Ried, Grunt, Wiesenfeld.- The inotion presented by Streeter to 
censure Grunt for "cppositionism etc, coming at the conclusion of 
presentation of political differences ey Grunt « diesenfeld, on 
Internul, Us Internal, Wis censuring a comrade for prescnting 
these differences, f#urther, to open a preconvention discussicn 
by the censure of a comrade representing uw inincrity means to org 
anizationully prejudice the politic..l questions. This MNEYuw foll 
ewing the motion thut these comrades have no minority status shows 
an organizutienal split urive on thhepart of the Ochler groups 
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ede Cowan, for Le Thomus of clevelanc unit.- 2 Suw comrade Sold |! 
buy 2 packs of cigarettes in a corner drugstore this morning and 
rec@ive some bills in change, about 9 Aji Nov 26... 

24.- Cowun- I suw Sold sitting in the Safeway Bus Station at ubout 
7330 Ad this morning, eating u breakfast at the lunch counter therc. 
after stuting he wus broke & short time earlier, 


e5,Oehler ~ If according to Wiesenfeld it was in order to eleur the 
mume of the National Secretary of the charges and slander of doit, 
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oe 3 
than why did not these comrades enter motions to that effect, if they 
could not endorse the Control Committee findings. | 
56,- Wiesenfeld - submitted to PC Oct '38- Stam, Basky, Fox and oth 
ers had in the past violated R4L discipline and attack not only the 
secy but the PC as burocratic. Proposals for disciplinury action 
were roundly argued vs. To begin on Sold's statement reveals at tne 
very best a lack of political perspective. A split revisionist gr- 
oup was handled with kid ghoves, 4 comrade on the line of the Leugue 
up to dute is to be removed from the PC by the control comm recommen 
dationse She comrades of the PC have been asked to take the werd of 
comrade Cowan without documents and where documents were very eusy 0 
produce. This violates a well known dictum of Lenin mentioned 11 as 
a warming vs burocracy. In discussing the CV findings on comrade od 
Sold the comrades favoring the findings insist thut the important qu 
estion to consider was Sold’s stutesent on Oehler and not the preced 
ure of the comm even if fulse. This reveuls a complete lack of per- 
spective. The stutement of Sold no matter how dad in itself is not 
a serious wenace 40 the RV¥L. Burocratic proceaure of a CC defended 
and covered by comrades Oehler, Streeter, anc Okun is & wenaceés 
2%, Wiesenfeld -*he control comm and the plenum establish a daungerow 
buroeratic, unconstitutional precedent in tuking disciplinary «action 
aguinst a comrade for the holding of a point of view. A report of fn 
dings @he@fbng C Oehler of slander or ch.rgés was all that was in 
order. But te discipline a comrade under the cireumstances is a fake 
precedures l- wo eharges were presented to ¢ Sold. c- the Control Com 
motitated Ite proposal for discipline on political questions. 3- In 


the past, no such action was taken by any body of the R/L vs opposit- 
ions who characterized the national secy in even worse terms than c 
Sold, No one, who was in & responsible position, even considered such 
action. The question, therefore, is not the correctness or incorrect 
nesa of c sold's remarks, but the procedure. This must be fought by 

all comrades until such procedure is eliminated from the org. 

28 H.Shaptro - The claim that no charges were presented to com sola 
by the Control commission ig a lies 

29. Reid Stutement entered for Sold - The RWL has consistently reject 
ed and fought againet gangaxsterism in the labor movement as well as 
the RWL. 1. The use of Stalinist gangster methods by Cowan a gainst com 
Sold- e.g. threats of physieal violence as a means of settling the pr 
esent disputes. 2. The ejection of com Sold by Cowan from the KWL hdagtr 
%, Gowans entire conduct waa sorely unbecoming that of a Bolshevik; anu 
particularly of a manber of the ontrol Gomaission. 4. To this entite 
incident comrades Qehler and Shaprro were witnesses. Their silence and 
non-interference was silent agreement and objective support to Cowsil - 


On the basis of the above I mave: 1. that Cowan be immediately excluusa 


from any further sessions of the 6th Plenum. That he be removec from t& 
Control “ommission. 3. that he be suspended from the RvL for a period 
of two months. During the suspension period he shall only have the vor 
ilege of attending pre-convention discussion meetings.4 . that com ae 
piro be removed from the control commission for giving objective suy- 
ort to the action and-conduct of Cowan. 5- that com Oehler be severei.. 
condemmed for conduct identical to Shapiro, “ut Qehler's conduct was 
by far the most deplorable because Ochler is a) nation secretary. b) 
as such he had the power as acting for the highest body to intervene 
and establish the correct coniuct. This action by Oehler should be 
kept in mind when his nomination comes up te the PC and as Natl secy: 


or an SS ne - 


Bo 
oye | pression @f impotency in dealing with warxist po 
sitions which the hoodlum eleiments cannot cope with. | | 
SC. Ried - 1 agree with the majority on the major political quest- 
Lons discussed at the plenum. Therefore I'd want this majority to 
have control in leading bodies. I don't think comrade Okun as an 
individual should be on the PC. that is why I record myself as not 
Voting on alternate to PC. 
Sl- Grant «& Wiesenfeld- 1. The plenum denies the right to comrades 
af Minority saatus. That means arbitrary denial of minority status 
in a new convention period, and a consequent hindrance in presenting 
positions. 2. This can lead to further inroads on dem centralisn, 
especially in preconynetion discussion. 3. Mis is purocratic procéa 
ure flows from false positions on 3... G.B-US., ¥V and economist app- 
roach to Us international. 4. The continuation of sucj jrocedure enc 
angers the RWL'S Marxist line and its dem centralism. 5, Comrades 
must fight tc eliminate such procedure, as the undersigned inted to 
do. 6» Any eveil consequences to org will be responsibility of com 
rades whe voted such righta to PC and Plenun,. ( secy note-not undersisne 
32, Okun » It is untrue that the Plenum hinders the presenting of po~ — 
sitions in the preconvention period or the elction of delegates on ao 
hasis of any posit on, whether it have minority stutus or Mota oa oo 
proposals by Grant for a convention immediately in effect exclude dé: 
omratic discusgion becuase the documents cannot be possibly put out 


until the discussion period is almost over. 3. The present procedure 
is the exact procedure adopted in the org since its inception and to 
which Grant has never objected. 4. This statement is a threat to con- 
tinue the present unprincipled fight, condemned by the plenum, to ¢x- 
tend it instead of attempt to modify and correct it. 5. Grant here 

lays the basis for charge of deviations or revisions of siarxism- the 
first time such an intimution was made by her at the Plenum, another 
step in the direction of sharpening insteak of resolving the fight. 


Docwn ants of Gontrol Somuission subaittec 
: to Plenum, and amenduents that carried. 
idinutes of Gontrol Comaission, N,v 26, 1958 
The meeting convened at 5:25 Au with a quorum of comrades Cowan and 


“Ghapiro present. Comrade Booth was absent, in Ghicago. 


Motion by Shaptro: shapiro act as secretary of mecting. Cat 

Motion by Cowan: the Control Comnission act on ~~ 

lL» The charges made comrade sold against Comrade Oehler, which were 
referred to the 6th Plenum by action of the Political Comaitiece 

2, The further charges made by comrade sold, and contained in the Oct, 
25 letter of the National secretary to the Control Comaission, that 
a "The leadership ig politically bankrupt" and 

b) “ A ruling clicque dominates the Political Comnittes" Cd. 
Comrade Sold was called before the Control Comaission io present ev’ 
ence and arguiaents to substantiate these charges. ee 
Statement by Cowan: The Control Com mission has before it certain © 
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inal documents signed by the National Secretary of the organizatio™ 
which state that on sept. 6, ata meeting of the Politicul Comnitt 
of the Revolutionary worxers League, you read the following stute- 
ments into the record of the meeting...Comrade sold interrupted to 
demand the agenda of the ma ting. He was informed by the chairmen 
that he had no right to act as a member of the Control Commission 
nor demand its records when informed by the Control Commission that 
he was summoned to substantiate his charges placet in the organizat-~ 
ion against the National secretary, the Political Committee, the se 
cond National Convnetion,. and the Thin, Fourth, ond Pifth Plenums 
of the organization. ; | 
Comrade Sold stated that unless he was given access to the recor’ of 
the Control Comaission he would not attend its session. 
Comrade Cewan moved to proceed with the agenda. eferae 
wotion by Shexpiro; The Control Comaission reaffirms the lecisions of 
the first session, as presented to the Political Committee on Vet 11 
Scc min. #7 225), Gc. | 
Motion by Cowen: That a copy of the proceedings be sent comrade Booth 
at once for his information. Ca. 
Stateaent by Cowan: Upon informing the Control Cominission that he 
would not atteni its sessions, Comraude Sold insisted on reimuining 
at the meeting and heckling .nd disrupting the proceedings of the 
Commission by personul exbusive vilification of the Chuirmun, bomrude 
Cowan, who informed Comrade Sold that if he did not leuve the room 
and premised of the Control Comsission hearing he would be forseibly 


YEMOVE Ae 

Comrade Cowan re.d into the minutes a letter from the National sceretary 
dated Oct 25, 1938(see 1) culling the uttention of the Control Comnic- 
Sion to allegeu churges inade by Comrade Sold in meetings of the Poli: 
icl Comnittee subsequent to the submission of the Control Comuaissi: 
first report to the P.C. These alleged churges were that “the le. 
Ship is politieilly bankrupt" and that “ a ruling clicyue domin: te. 
the PC * 

Motion by Cowan to accept the communications Cd. 

Motion by Shapiro: Owing to Courade Sold's refusal to attend the 
Sessions, we sgurch the recori for evidence on these ch.rges. Cd. 

The minutes of Oct. 11, 1938,{see# 225) contuin the follwoing st.. 
ment of sSold's ag recarded by Comrade Oehler and ws referred to wv 
Plenum for action by vote of the P.C. ; "There is a ruling cliquc 

the P.C," "Internal decay is procceding from the lewiership whicr 
presents no political leudership". 

The Control Commission finds that these chirgces were made “as shor rs. 

the records. | | 

Kotion by Shaprio: as of Oct.10 the Control Commission hud seurche: 
the R.wW.L. records und fount ne evidence whutever to subdst.ntiite 
Comrade Sold's charges considered ut our first session. The Contro: 
Comission has seurched the records of the R.W.L. from O¢t lo to a.t. 
ani owgain finas no evidsnce for such churvzes. Cd. 


Gontrol Comaission wiinutes p:ea 
RYSOLUTION OF THE CONTRUL COusTSSION ee 
Due to the absence of wny evidence in the records, ond aue tO woe 
rade Sold's refusal to present any evicence substant1 ting these 
charges, the Control Commission finds: 

1) since the record reveals certain positive gains of the 2b unde 
the accused leadership in the period since Oct.lo, as well as prior 
to that dute, and since a major portion of the actual leading work 
originited with und was conducted by that leadership, the charges 
are false and unwarranted, and constitute a continu..tion of the an- 
ateurish attacks on the le.dership of the RL which Comrade Sold hs 
been waging for many thonths, | 

2) Since Comrade Sold has refused toa recognize the authority of the 
Control Commission, both in statewents and in votes before the Poi- 
iticaul Committee on Oct.l1, 1938: and since he. has refused to retr~- 
aet these false charges against the leadership or to present ony eV 
idence or arguments in support of these charges; and since he hus 
refused to allow himslef to be questioned by the Control Commission 
Couride Sold hes been guilty of waging a defumatory, unprincipled, 
and unwarranted attack wguinst the leadership of the Rowe L. und thr 
ough this duly constituted leadership, an attack ag. .inst the entire 
orzunization. > 

3) Comrade Sold hus influences certuin weak anu uauteurish elements 
to cre.té a bloc in the Political Committee which haus hampered the 
effective work of the organizution in the past perio. 


4) It is the elementary duty of overy Communist to issue responsib 
ility for his »ords us well as his deeds. If this is true for the 
rank and file mewber of 4 revolutionary orgeniz.tion, it #8 ail tae 
more the duty of leuding comracese The actions of Coimra.e Sold .t 
the previous sessions of the wixth Plenum, his repe.ted unprincipled 
attacks on the leadershop of the organizition by exercising his re- 
cognized und constitution "right to express an opinion" but brauncig 
as Stalinism any attempt af the Plenum to give a politicewl evalu.tbn 
of theseopinions, his encouraugenent of the weak and a. v.teurish eleme- 
ents above mentioned to form a bloc around this false concept, thus 
resulting in obstruction and @elay of the pressing work of the pre- 
convention plenum -- all these revel Comrade Sold ae a non-cummun- 
ist, unprincbpled and conscious disrupter whose continuec position 
in the leadership of a sirxist organization is inconputible with the 
healthy work and developjent of the organization. 

§) Comrade Sold's refusal to retruct his fulse stateaents of Sent .S 
and Oct. 11, his branding of Control Commission sessions us "rump 
sessions" (Cctll), and calling the Gommission's procedure burocr..tic 
his st:teaent{ Oet 11 }thut he would refuse to .ttend sessions of th. 
Control Comaission, even if he hud the tine, his continued utiliaat- 
ion of auateurish elewients in the PC for obstructionist purposes, h*' 
unprincipled and nonepoliticaul attack ag.inst the le.dership «t thi: 
sessions of the Sixth Plenum, his person.1 abuge and vilific..tion ©. 
the Control Commission on the morning of Nov 26 -- these prove his 
ability either to correct himself nor to accept correction from the 
leading bodies of the R.W.Le 

6) The Control Coimaission therefore recowiendcs to the 8ixth Plenum... 


| AS 
Control Comaission recommendation - 

&) Immediate removal of Comrade Sold from the Political Com. 

b) Suspension of Comrade Sold from the Central Comnittee until 
the Third Nationzl Convention of the R.W.L. 

c) Inclusing of the Control Commission findngs and Comrade Sold 
on the Convention agenda, with a reconmend..tion for the expuls- 
ion of Comrade Sold f rom the R.W,L. as an undisciplined, unprinc- 
ipled, non-coinunist obstructionist and disrupter. 

d) The sixth Plenum make the complete record of the Control Com- 
mission with regard to Comrade Sold, from Sept. 10 to date, the 
property of the membership of the RWI, through an internul bulletin 
as an educational docusent on the problem of Communist organizaticu- 
&l procedure, and as a Warning to those undeveloped and anateurish 
elements in the organization who have objectivély aided this un.- 
Principled individual in his work of obstruction and disruption, 


Signed- C.B. Cowan- Choirinun. Horace Shapiro - Secretary. 


Améndments:to Control Comission motions; point 6. all carried, 
Eliminute point c, 

oe words “complete record" in point d, and substitute “fine- 
Ada point (e) ® The PC shall make every effort despite these thines 
to re-educate this comrade and to help him organize his life aroun 
the movement. Should Sold continue his present course the PC is 


empowered to tuke further action" 
Add the point -"Sold has violated the decisions of the Control Con 


mission, the Plenum, and the pa", 


